Farewell to Manzanar – Study Guide 2012
Chapter 1 & 2 Answer on notebook paper, or create spaces on this sheet for your answers.

Define the following terms:

1. Issei

2. Nisei

3. Sansei
4. Vigil

5. Saboteurs

6. Interrogation

7. Persecute

8. Patriarch

9. Internment
10.  Shikata Ga Nai
Study Questions: Short Answer: 
1. Where does Jeanne's family live and what do her mother and father do for a living?

2. How did Papa show that he took great pride in his work?

3. Why did Papa burn his flag? What did Jeanne mean when she said that Papa had become "a man without a country"?

4. How did Jeanne feel toward other Asians prior to the bombing of P.H.? Why did she feel that way?

5. What was the "official" reason Papa was arrested after the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor?  

6. Why did Mama move the family to Terminal Island after Papa was taken into custody?

7. Why did Mama smash the good china dishes?

8. What was it, and how did executive order 9066 effect Japanese people in America?
9. What hardships did the Wakatsuki family, as well as other interned Japanese Americans, face upon their arrival at Manzanar? What about the first dinner there?
10. How did Jeanne's older sister get out of Manzanar?

Literary Devices: Do all
11. Personification - Read the first line of the poem by Thich Nhat Hanh that appears at the beginning of Part One.  Notice the ways in which the poet has given "life" the human ability to walk and leave footprints.  Attributing human qualities to ideas and things is called personification.  

A. What does the first line of the poem mean?  

B. What meaning does the entire poem have for you?

12. Metaphor - A metaphor is a figure of speech in which a comparison between two unlike objects is suggested or implied.  For example:

The [the ships] floated awhile, then they began to grow, tiny gulls becoming boats again, a white armada cruising toward us.

A. What is being compared?

     
B. Why is this an apt (appropriate) comparison?

Questions for Discussion - Choose 2 and write a  1/2 - 1 page for EACH

1. In what ways were the family members victims of greed, ignorance, hostility, and bigotry?

2. Why do you think the former family structure of a patriarchy made life more difficult for the Wakatsuki family after Pearl Harbor?

3. Read the quotation by Henry Steele Comager at the beginning of Part One of Farewell to Manzanar.  Then consider the fact that citizens of German and Italian descent were not interned during World War II even though the U.S. was at war with those countries.  Do you think the United States government was justified in passing Executive Order 9066 and interning loyal Issei, most of whom had been denied citizenship by the U.S., as well as Nisei who were U.S. citizens by birth.

Chapter 3 - 5:Answer on notebook paper, or create spaces on this sheet for your answers.

Vocabulary: (define and write a sentence using the word correctly)

1. Chaos -NOUN

2. Permeate -VERB

3. edict(s) – N

4. integrate(d) - V

5. Arigato:

Study Questions: Short Answer: 
1. Who has to lead the family, since Papa is not there?

2. What were the barracks like when they first got there? How did the boys cover the holes in the floorboards and make the place livable?

3. Why did the author refer to the internees as "a band of Charlie Chaplins marooned in the California desert"?

4. Why were so many of the people sick?

5. How do some of the women make the toilets more private?

6. What two things/ traits does Mama value most? Where did she inherit them from?

7. Why didn't the family usually eat together anymore?

8. Why was Jeanne attracted to Catholicism?

9. What was the family's response to Papa when he joined them at Manzanar?

Literary Device: Metaphor-do
10. A. What is being compared in the following metaphor?

A skin of sand covered the floor.

B. Why is this better than saying, "the floor was sandy"?

Discussion Questions – CHOOSE 2 – 1/2-1 page paragraph response EACH

11. What events and conditions demonstrated that the government was poorly prepared for the internees who entered Manzanar?

12. In what ways were rights to privacy ignored at Manzanar? What did this reveal about the government's attitude towards the internees?

13. How did the manner in which meals were eaten and the lack of privacy at Manzanar affect family structure?

14. Imagine you are Jeanne and write a journal entry/letter expressing your  

     thoughts and feelings on the day Papa came to Manzanar.

Chapters  6-11 Answer on notebook paper, or create spaces on this sheet for your answers.

Vocab (define) and then fill in the blanks:

1. Entrepreneur -

2. Tyrant -

3. Patron - 

4. Renounced

1. If I become a millionaire, I will become a _________of the arts, supporting young artists 

2. The government official was such a ____________ that people worried they would be sent to jail if they disagreed with him.

3. The young _____________made a fortune with the first company he founded.

4. Ashamed of the actions of his adopted country, my uncle ________ his citizenship and returned to Japan.

Chapters 6-8 Questions: 
1. Why did Jeanne consider Manzanar her birthplace, but the end of life for Papa?

2. Why does Papa call himself "the Black Sheep" of his Japanese family?

3. What does the description of the silver anniversary in 1940 tell you about Papa's personality and how Jeanne remembers him?

4. What did the government investigators think they had a photo of? What did the photo actually show?

5. What did Papa's interview at Fort Lincoln reveal about his character? Do you think he should have handled it differently?

6. What was Papa's response when they asked who he wanted to win the war and what did it mean?

7. How does Papa spend most of his time, now that he is reunited with his family at the camp? Why?

8. What does "inu" mean? Why do people call Papa that? How does it affect him?

Literary Device: Symbolism 
9. What did the cane symbolize to Papa? Explain why.

Chapters 9-11 Questions: 
10. Why did Jeanne think that the Dec. riots were inevitable? What do you think caused them?

11. What did the incident in the reservoir shack reveal about the relationship between Japanese Americans and the US military?

12. What was the purpose of the "loyalty Oath"? What 3 routes out of Manzanar were offered to "loyal" internees?

13. Why were questions 27 & 28 of the loyalty questionnaire difficult for the internees to answer? How were those two questions really unfair to the Issei?

14.  What were Papa's answers to the loyalty questions going to be & why did he go to the debate?
Literary Devices: do all

15. Metaphor: What is being compared in this metaphor, and what does it reveal about the scene:       Half the sky was dark with a tide of sand pouring toward us.
16. Symbolism:  What did the Japanese national anthem symbolize for Papa? Why was it particularly poignant (moving)  to Papa on the night after the debate?

Chapters 12-15 & 16-19 Answer on notebook paper, or create spaces on this sheet for your answers.

Vocab: Part of speech, definition (same as how it is used in story)

1. Dialect

2. Invulnerable

3. Transfusion

4. Semblance

5. Vie

Discussion Questions chapters 12-15: Choose 6 from #1-8
1. How did life at Manzanar now reflect the Asian background of the people who were interned there? How did it reflect their identity as Americans?

2. How did Woody’s words, “We’re here, and there’s no use moaning about it forever” echo the temperament and feelings of the internees after the time of the riots?

3. What compromise did Papa and Woody reach about the army?

4. What activities and outings did Jeanne pursue at Manzanar? How did those activities and outings reflect her search for personal identity? You can make a chart or list for your response

5. Why did Jeanne want to become Catholic? Why did Papa refuse to permit her to do this?

6. Although camp life had become more “comfortable,  how did it continue to hurt and undermine traditional Japanese family life?

7. Why did the Nisei strive to leave the camp, while many Issei remained?

8. How did Jeanne react when Woody left? How did he represent security and stability to her?

Literary Device: Point of View - do
A. From whose point of view is the story told?

B. How does it limit the kind of information the reader receives in these chapters? 

C. Give a specific example of how the info would be different if told  from Woody’s POV.

Discussion Questions Chapters 16-19 
1. DO - Fill in this chart listing the 3 supreme court cases, a short description of each,  their outcomes, and how each outcome affected the internees

	Case
	Description
	Outcome
	Effect

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Choose 6 from # 2-8
2. What “paralysis” did Jeanne share with her parents at the news that the mass exclusion orders were being rescinded? Why did they react that way? Why didn’t her older siblings share it?

3. At the end of chapter 16, Jeanne describes her father as not knowing which way to turn. Explain what she means by this. What does she say are the reasons for this? 

4. What event finally closed the camps? When did this happen? What was the reaction of the internees to this event?

5. Describe Woody ‘s visit to Japan (Toyo). Why was it a bittersweet experience for him? How did it affect his feelings for Papa and their future relationship?

6. How did Jeanne’s family leave the camp “in style”? What did the choice of transportation reveal about Papa’s character at the time?

7. What does Jeanne say “greeted” them upon their return to society? Were they expecting it? explain

8. Why did the job at the Cannery mean more than ever to Mama now? What would be the sure sign that they had hit “rock bottom”? Explain

Literary Devices: Foreshadowing: (do)
A. In Chapter 6, Jeanne states that Papa’s family background  foreshadowed “ just the sort of thing that he himself would be faced with later on.”  EXPLAIN, what did she mean?

B. Find an example  of  foreshadowing in chapter 15- 17 that suggest what will happen to the Wakatsukis when they leave Manzanar. 

Literary Devices: Metaphor:  (do)

Explain the  significance of the metaphor: “I saw it (hate) as a dark, amorphous cloud. ”

Final Study Guide -  Chapters 20-22

Answer on notebook paper, or create spaces on this sheet for your answers.

Chapters 20-21 Questions – Do all
1. What surprised Jeanne about the reactions of people in California when her family returned from Manzanar? How did she respond to this treatment?

2. How did Papa try to keep ups his hopes for a brighter future after the war even when he found that his car had been repossessed and his ships were gone?

3. Which of Jeanne's attempts to become accepted  did Papa approve of? Which did he disapprove of? Why?

CHOOSE 1 OF THE FOLLOWING 2 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS – 1/2 TO 1 PAGE ANSWER.

A. Do you agree with Jeanne that the ill-treatment of the Japanese in American took place because they were not seen as individuals?  Do you also agree that this treatment could not have taken place unless there was some degree of " acquiescence" (going along with it) among its victims?

B. Do you think Jeanne's attempts to fit in among her peers was intensified by her experience in Manzanar, or would it have been the same if she had never been there?

Literary Devices: DO all
4. Symbolism - Who's is the girl in the chapter entitled "The Girl of My Dreams"? What did the girl symbolize to Jeanne?

5. Metaphor - What is being compared in the following metaphor?  The war itself, the years of losing, had turned the house into a clean, swept, airy skeleton.   Why is this an apt comparison?

SECTION 3 - Chapter 22 Questions: DO all
1.  Why did Jeanne seem to doubt the reality of Manzanar for so many years?

2. What brought Jeanne back to Manzanar? How was her experience similar to the experience that Woody had when he visited Toyo in Japan?

3. How does Jeanne's return visit to Manzanar grow as she observed her eleven-year-old daughter's reactions to the camp?

4. What do you think Jeanne meant when she said, "Manzanar would always live in my nervous system, a needle with Mama's voice"?

5. Why do you think the authors titled this book Farewell to Manzanar rather than Return to Manzanar?

6. Why do you think the book ended with a description of Papa and the car?

Literary Devices: DO all
7. Symbolism - What did the veined or polished rocks symbolize to the Japanese men who collected them from a dry stream bed at Manzanar?

8. Simile and Metaphor - What is being compared in the simile and metaphor in the following passage?

This visit, this pilgrimage, made comprehensible, finally, the traces that remained and would always remain, like a needle.  That hollow ache I carried during the early months of interment had shrunk, over the years, to a tiny sliver of suspicion about the person I was.

9. What did this ( the above metaphor) reveal about Jeanne's state of mind?
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